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of the nation with that accorded Commerce, Labor and Agriculture, all 
of which have representatives in the President's Cabinet." 

It is evident that a new day is dawning for "higher education in our 
country, and educational leaders are taking seriously the insistent call for 
American leaders for the new world-wide democracy. 

The Emergency Council has established headquarters in Washington 
and aggressive activities are in preparation. 

PATRIOTISM AND COLLEGE FINANCIAL CAMPAIGNS 

A short time ago a letter was sent from the Council headquarters 
asking the United States Commissioner of Education P. P. Claxton 
whether in the judgment of the Bureau of Education and Government 
Officials in general, insofar as he could speak, it is considered an unpa- 
triotic thing on the part of colleges to conduct at the present time 
financial campaigns. 

The. following reply will be of interest: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF EDUCATION 

Washington, February 6, 1918. 
My Dear Mr. Kelly: 

Many letters similar in content to yours of January thirty-first come 
to this office. All these letters show that while college men are eager to 
preserve the efficiency of their institutions through the war they are 
equally eager to serve their country in its immediate needs and to do 
nothing that may be interpreted as showing the desire to shirk their 
duty or in any way to interfere with the necessary processes of the war. 
I believe that in this instance there is no necessary conflict. 

It is generally conceded that it is of great importance that our 
colleges and universities remain open and maintain the largest possible 
degree of efficiency during the War and that they shall be able to meet 
the larger demands made upon them when the war is over. The safety 
and welfare of the country demand this. If the colleges and universities 
continue their work their expenses must be met by appropriations, by 
income from endowments, from fees or from current gifts. Many of 
these institutions, both large and small, depend largely on fees and gifts. 
Fees can not be constantly increased without loss of students and undue 
hardship for those who remain to pay them. Therefore the current 
donations must continue and in the case of institutions which have lost 
students without the possibility of lessening expenses without lowering 



the efficiency they must be increased. Gifts for these schools 'for the 
payment of current expenses while the war continues would therefore 
seem to be entirely legitimate and proper, certainly as legitimate and 
proper as appropriations of public funds for the support of institutions 
under public control. 

It is also altogether probable that money solicited and given for 
this purpose will, after doing its part toward preparing young men and 
women for the service of their country, find its way to the more direct 
and apparent service of loans in the shape of liberty bonds or war certifi- 
cates or payment of taxes. Even money added to college endowments 
at this time need not be withdrawn from circulation and locked up in 
safety vaults. It will, on the other hand, usually be placed to the credit 
öf the college, probably in the form of United States bonds, and then go 
on its way for repeated service. 

It is only when money is. used in such way as to result in the with- 
drawal of the time, energy and labor of men and women from the satis- 
fying of immediate needs that its use detracts from the winning of the 
war, which must for the present have^precedence over all else. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) P. P. CLAXTON. 

CO-OPERATIVE PURCHASING 

The investigations in this field are still in progress and the Com- 
mittee hopes to make a report of value before long. The Association 
of American Colleges endorsed the plan and the Committee is now work- 
ing under the joint auspices of the Council and the Association. 

Already the work of the Committee is bearing fruit. College presi- 
dents and purchasing agents are writing in for information and sugges- 
tions, and the Committee is offering free consulting services. If you 
have a problem send in for suggestions. If the Committee can not supply 
information immediately with regard to your problem they can probably 
secure the information from the Purchasing Agents' Association of Chi- 

cago, of which Mr. Dinsmore and Mr. Hotton are members. 
The coal situation of course is acute and the food situation is under 

close government supervision, but there are numerous fields in which 
the Committee can serve your interests even during war time. 

It has been suggested that during the summer a convention of Pur- 
chasing Agents be called, probably in July, at Lake Geneva, at which 

specific subjects would be presented, and a general exchange of ideas 
would be possible. Various phases of college purchasing would be 

presented by an expert in each line, and out of these discussions and 
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